(8192-03)

™% 0426-76-8511~3

F=N\JAR

7

-
s

<

<FEEHL>
EABAEFHTHREK

S

S 24
REOE HA5-74590%

Ars longa, vita brevis

Plain living and high thinking
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What is Islam ?
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Islam is not merely religious practices, it is a
very comprehensive and complete system and way
of life. :
Let me first explain what Islam is. The arabic
word “Islam” has different meanings. One meaning
is deribed from the word Sala@m which means peace.
Another meaning is the submission to God through
peace and worshipping. This second meaning is the
best interpretation of the word “Islam”.

There is something synonymous to, but, according
to Islamic theology and teaching is higher in degree
than Islam, which is called Imam. Islam, as I have
said, is submission to God through peace and wor-
shipping. It is the practice of Islam. Imam, though,
is something deep in the heart; it is a belief in the
one God who created mankind and the universe, and
has made the system of the whole universe as it is
now. This is what we call Imam, or faith, which
is on a higher level than Islam.

Both Islam and Imam have pillars, or corner-
stones. The pillars of Islam are fasting at Ramadhan;
praying five times a day; confessing that one God
created the universe, and that the prophet Mohammed
is his messenger ; and paying taxes to the government,
which is called Zakat.

The pillars of Imam mainly stress the belief,
the faith in your heart. You have to believe in the
oneness of God; in God’s messengers, beginning from
Abraham and Mohammed ; in the Holy Books and in
Judgement Day.

When I speak of the prophets, in my personal
interpretation I include Buddha, Confucius and Ham-
murabi, because there is a statement in the Koran
addressed to Mohammed, “we have told you the stories
of some prophéts, but some we did not tell you.”

Let us then consider Islam as a religion. Unlike
other religions, including Christianity, Islam does not
separate the priesthood from the government. A
Moslem, according to Islamic teaching, should be a
man who understands the way of his religion and
is a politician-at the same time.

As for the structure of Islam,-it is, as I stated
in the beginning, a complete system of life. This
system has both capitalistic and socialistic elements.

It is capitalistic in that it respects private prop-

by Dr. Seif al-Wadi al-Rumeihi

erty. Stealing a man’s land, money or possessions
is as serious a crime as stealing his body. Both are
major crimes according to Islam. Therefore, Islam
respects property and values ownership.

On the other hand, Islam is socialistic in that
there is a condition attached to private ownership.
That is that a man’s property is his only as long as
he behaves properly and uses it well. If he does not
meet this condition then the state. may confiscate his
property. The principle is that money and property
belong to God, and that we human beings are only
protectors or watchers over it, free to use it only
as long as we use it well. Once we misuse it then
God’s property is taken by the state, which represents
God on earth.

This simple explanation shows the capitalistic
and socialistic elements of Islam. To me, as a Moslem,
though, Islam is unique. It is neither capitalistic
nor socialistic. Qadhafi explains this as the third
theory, which is independent of capitalism and so-
cialism.

Finally I would like to speak of relationships as
an important element of Islam. Islamic teaching
speaks of two systems of relationships: those be-
tween man and man, or state and state, and those
between man and God. Relationships between man
and God are ruled by the pillars of Islam I mentioned
before: fasting for God, and so on. This is man’s
relationship with God, and this is tolerable. What
is intolerable is the misuse or misunderstanding and
ill-treatment of man by man.

The relationship between man and man has been
stressed throughly by the prophet Mohammed. He
said that religion is that kind of good relation.

Religion is advice. Religion is your smile at
your friends. Religion is to look after the welfare
of those who work for you. These are the elements
of Islam which are the relationships between man
and man.

Let me summarise this with the prophet Mo-
hammed’s last statement. He said, “Treat others the
way you would like them to treat you.”

This is Islam.
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